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Sir: 

This paper is submitted in response to the Examiner's statement of reasons for allowance in 
the Notice of Allowance mailed July 25, 2006. 

It is believed that no additional fee is due; however, should any fees under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16 
to 1 .2 1 be required for any reason, the Commissioner is authorized to deduct said fees from Vinson 
& Elkins, Deposit Account No. 22-03 65/SOM700/4-9(A)8CON2/64001 . 



COMMENTS ON STATEMENT OF REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

In the Notice of Allowance mailed July 25, 2006, the Examiner allowed claims 3 1-53. The 

statement of reasons for allowance given by the Examiner included the following: 

Instant claims are directed to a method of reducing photodamage to skin cells or a 
method treating photodamaged skin, resulting from the exposure to electromagnetic 
or ionizing radiation, comprising administering a composition comprising selegiline 
and/or desmethylselegiline. Selegiline is know for reducing neuronal apoptosis, 
particularly for Parkinson's disease, which is mediated by a principal metabolite of 
selegiline i.e., desmethlyselegiline. The prior art of record while recognizing that 
apoptosis is associated with photoinduced or chronological aging, does not provide 
any correlation that a reduction or inhibition of apoptosis leads to successful 
inhibition or reduction of photodamage. In certain instances, the art suggests that 
apoptotic agents are not anti-apoptotic agents can treat photodamage. Therefore, one 
of an ordinary skill in the art would not have reasonable expected that all anti- 
apoptotic compounds, including selegiline, to be effective in treating or reducing 
photodamage to skin cells. 

Applicant offers the following comments to clarify the Examiner's statement of reasons for 
allowance. 

In the instant claims, the following two independent claims have been allowed: 

31. A method of reducing photodamage to skin cells of a subject comprising 
administering a composition comprising selegiline and/or desmethylselegiline to the subject in an 
amount effective to reduce apoptosis of skin cells exposed to electromagnetic or ionizing radiation. 

43. A method of treating a subject for photodamaged skin, wherein the photodamage 
results from exposure to electromagnetic or ionizing radiation, comprising administering a topical 
composition comprising selegiline and/or desmethylselegiline to the skin of the subject in an amount 
effective to reduce oxidative damage resulting from exposure to electromagnetic or ionizing 
radiation. 
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While Applicant agrees that selegiline is known for increasing neuronal survival by reducing 
apoptosis, Applicant wishes to clarify that this activity is possibly mediated by desmethylselegiline, 
a metabolite of selegiline. Applicant agrees that one of skill in the art would not have had a 
reasonable expectation of success in reducing photodamage to skin cells or treating photodamaged 
skin with selegiline and desmethylselegiline based on the art of record. 
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